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On Campbell, and others 


FIVE NEW MAGAZINES COMING 


John W. Campbell, Jr*, is the greatest 
editor in science fiction’s history* Street 
& Smith should replace John W* Campbell as 
editor of Astounding SCIENCE FICTION* I be¬ 
lieve equally each of those statements, and 
I do not consider them contradictory* No 
editor has ever given us a greater supply of 
great stories than Campbell, but then, the 
same praise could have been given in 1937 to 
his predecessor, F* Orlin Tremaine* It was 
Tremaine remember, who first put Astounding 

ahead of the parade - Campbell merely kept 

It there* Tremaine gave us such ’classics’ 
as "Twilight," "Sidewise in Time," "Alas, 
All Thinking," and "Davy Jones’ Ambassador", 
-— stories the Campbell magazine has occas¬ 
ionally equaled but never surpassed* But by 
the end of 1937 Astounding had fallen Into a 
rut and it took a new editor to pull It out* 

Campbell has piloted aSF thru 
some gaudy, eventful years™ the 
fabulous Heinlein era, the vanVogt 
and Padgett years, and the day of 
the atomigeddon yarn. But now aSF 
has fallen Into a rut deeper than 
the one of 1937 and it needs a new 
editor to give it that fresh slant 
to save it again* 

Campbell has tried hard to provide a new 
spark. He has discovered or developed such 
new writers as Poul Anderson, John D. Mac¬ 
Donald, Katherine MacLean, and others, but 
apparently realizing that even their efforts 
have not been sufficient to lift the surly 
gloom that is aSF’s prevailing mood, he has 
resorted to the formula relied on by Sunday 
supplements— the Sensation, the Eye-opener* 
His whimsical attempt at making prophecy 
come true, the genial hoaxes such as "The 
Aphrodite Project" followed this formula. 

While "project" and its brethern some¬ 
what weakened aSF’s reputation, as is indi¬ 
cated by Campbell’s frequent assertion that 
this article or that one is "definitely not 
a hoax," these attempts were relatively 
harmless compared to his latest Eye-opener: 
(continued on page eight) 



Five additional science fiction and fan¬ 
tasy magazines are soon to be added to the 
horde of worthy (and otherwise) pulps now 
overflowing the newsstands* And later, un¬ 
confirmed reports tell of three others. A 
new semi-fantasy magazine has appeared In 
Canada (see Letters to the Editor). 

World Editions #1: writer H.L* Cold is 
now editing for August release a monthly s-f 
magazine which will appear in digest size, 
l60pp, priced at 25jzf* The title has not yet 
been released. The publishers are a Europeon 
concern making their debut In this country. 
Gold is using book-length novels that are 
actually book-length, not novelettes palmed 
off as novels* Magazine will be rounded out 
with short stories. 

World Editions #2: Details most scanty. 
Literary agents report H.L. Gold is planning 
a fantasy companion to the above, while Gold 
says only: "If (#1) is successful,we have 
large plans which will be put Into operation 
without delay." 

Gnome Press #1: The title will not be 
made known until just before publication. 
This magazine is being edited by Phil Klass 
(writer William Tenn), priced at 25^, with a 
first issue ready by September* Science- 
fiction, pulp format but parapulp in slant. 
Bi-monthly until February 195^» 

Nova Publications (England): The first 
issue of SCIENCE-FANTASY will be published 
in July as a quarterly science fiction maga¬ 
zine, edited by Walter Gillings. From the 
same publisher as Ted Carnell’s NEW WORLDS, 
the subscription price to USA will be $1*50 
for five issues. The magazine will include 
Science - Fantasy Review, the fan magazine 
from which it sprang, and appear in a digest 
format similar to Boucher’s job. 

American Fiction Group: Robert 0. Eris- 
man’s revived MARVEL SCIENCE STORIES Is to 
reappear In August, with these contents: 
"Trln" by AJ Burks, "Temptress of the Time 
(continued on page seven) 
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"Dianetics." In publishing this brainstorm 
by L. Ron Hubbard, Campbell has produced a 
Sensation by adopting the READER’S DIGEST 
method— seeking the verdict of the uninfor¬ 
med public before submitting the work to the 
psychology experts for the "ruthless criti¬ 
cism and cross-checking that is the very 
life-blood of science." That a hack writer’s 
"new science," presented full-blown^to the 
world In a two-bit pulp, will revolutionize 
psychotherapy Is as wild a dream as the one 
entertained by the fanzine editor who adver¬ 
tised an article purporting to reveal solar- 
origin hypothesis guaranteed to put Laplace 
in his place and make Buffon a buffoon. 

We may expect to see the serialization of 
Vellkovsky’s WORLDS IN COLLISION In aSF be¬ 
fore the year Is out. To maintain Its lead¬ 
ership in the field, aSF must cast about for 
a new editor and fasti 

* * # * 

The prospect of five more prozines coming 
this summer makes it clear that publishers 
haven’t heard about killing the goose that 
laid the golden egg. Squelch the rumor, 
please, that these new magazines are coming 
merely to provide the anthologists with new 
material enough to fill 195^- 13 collections. 
These publishers are out to make money while 
the boom lasts, and from all indications it 
can’t last long. Already the law of supply 
and demand is operating to reduce the aver¬ 
age quality of science fiction. STARTLING 
and THRILLING WONDER STORIES, in particular, 
show the effect of this trend; their quality 
is down sharply from the heights attained in 
19 U 6 —14.9• The result of having to share the 
output of their regular writers with such 
upstarts as FUTURE FICTION and THE MAGAZINE 
OF FANTASY k SCIENCE FICTION has only become 
apparent, however. How soon they hit the 
nadir represented so far by that masterpiece 
OUT OF THIS WORLD ADVENTURES, the prozine 
With the Built-in Comic Section, is any¬ 
body’s guess. 

Some of the newcomers probably have come 
to stay--and welcome to themj SUPER SCIENCE, 
the above-mentioned MOF&SF, and OTHER WORLDS 
(if It can overcome the schizophrenic effect 
resulting from the emergence of Palmer’s 
Better Side), and perhaps even Wollhelm’s 
Folly, if it ever lives down the comics. But 
the sooner about ten of the s-f magazines 
fold up, the sooner it will please those of 
us who like a good yarn but hate to wade 
thru 1000 pages of crud and comic strips to 
find ten entertaining pages. 

* * * * 

The very eminent s-f anthologist™ in 
fact, "the master of them all" according to 
Pellegrini k Cudahy advertisements — August 
W. Derleth was one of the 29 leading book 
critics polled by THE SATURDAY REVIEW OF 
LITERATURE concerning their recommendations 
of current books "especially worthwhile". 
Our very eminent s-f anthologist chose some 


very significant titles. They Included (get 
this. JuniorJ) Immanuel Velikovsky’s WORLDS 
IN COLLISION, hailed by scientists as the 
best book of its kind since CHILDREN OF MU; 
and Anthony Standen’s SCIENCE IS A SACRED 
COW, a book that boosts science almost as 
fervantly as Charles Fort’s LOi 

Of course, it might be possible to be a 
very eminent science fiction anthologist and 
still be eminently anti-science. 


When a dog bites a man, that’s not 
news; and when Ward Moore or Ken Crossen 
or Theo Pratt place material with the 
Ackerman Fantasy Agency, that *s only com- 
monsense; but when another a gent uses my 
Agency--that’s news: And G. Gordon Dewey 
has just given me a fine fantasyarn from 
his suctorial pen, with the promise of 
more to comej 

Some pertinent quotes from 
recent correspondence: "This is mostly 
to make a particular point of thanking 
you again for your magnificent coopera¬ 
tion on our struggles with resuming MAR¬ 
VEL. We could not have done it without 
you, believe me! Not decently."—Robert 

Erisman."Thank you for the manner in 

which you supplied me with manuscripts. 
It has made my next issue much better to 
contemplate."—Curtis Mitchell, FANTASY 
FICTION..... B I’ve been watching with in¬ 
terest your success as a fantasy fiction 
literary agent; continuing where I left 
off several years ago."—Julius Schwartz, 
the original science fiction agent..... 
"It is easy for anyone to see that you 
are now a Success."--Redd Boggs, promin¬ 
ent columnist. 

Yes, a success in work I 
love—who could ask for anything more? 
Maybe I should advertise, "Authors, stay 
’way from my doori" But I wouldn’t mind 
handling scripts for a few more Big Name 
Authors like VAN VOGT, RAY JONES, BILL 
TEMPLE and CHAS HARNESS, and comers like 
Arthur Cox, Kris Neville, Stan Mullen, 
Con Pederson, E. Everett Evans, Hender¬ 
son Starke, Roger Flint Young, etc. 

Re¬ 
cent sales include Jones’ 50,000 word 
"Brain of Vengeance" to Fantastic Advs .; 
Evans * "Unusual Model" to Fantasy fric ¬ 
tion ; Chibbett’s "They Worked the Oracle" 
to Weird ; Temple’s "Sheltering Tree" to 
Amazing ; Jackson’s "Still Small Voice" to 
Avon Fantas y Reader ; Neville’s "Heredity" 
to Super Science : Moffatt’s "Reaction" to 
Ootwa ;"~Wrlght’s "None Came Back" to Imag¬ 
ination; Eshbach’s "Overlord of Earth" to 
Marvel ;' Cox article to Erisman; van Vogt, 
"Ship of Darkness", Mitchell; etc........ 

FORREST J ACKERMAN 
256^ N New Hampshire 

Hollywood I4. 
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